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Pro-Lifers March On

Clergy, religious, students and faculty at Mary-
wood University held their own March for Life on 
the campus, followed by a Mass and supper hosted 
by the Little Sisters of the Poor.

Kate Adamson speaks at the Respect Life 
Prayer Breakfast conducted by the Scranton 
Chapter of Pennsylvanians for Human Life.

Part of the typically large contingent from the Diocese 
of Scranton that traveled to Washington, D.C., for the 
annual March for Life.

Eighth-graders from Epiphany School in Sayre, led by 
Father Andrew S. Hvozdovic, participated in the March 
for Life and stopped at the Supreme Court to pray that 
the justices will decide future cases in defense of life. 

By William R. Genello
Catholic Light Editor

Kate Adamson was living the California good life. She was 33, 
a wife and mother of two children, and the picture of health.

Then a brainstem stroke brought her idyllic world to 
an abrupt end – or so thought many people, including her 
doctors, who fi gured her odds to survive were less than 
one-in-a-million.

Now, 11 years later, Ms. Adamson is a living testament to 
faith and the power of prayer. And she travels the world to provide 
spiritual and moral support to patients and the disabled.

She brought her inspirational story to Northeastern 
Pennsylvania last week. She talked to students at Bishop 
Hannan and Bishop O’Hara high schools, was interviewed 
by CTV: Catholic Television and The Catholic Light, and 
gave the keynote address at the annual Respect Life 
Prayer Breakfast hosted by the Scranton Chapter of 
Pennsylvanians for Human Life.

The devastating stroke had left Ms. Adamson in a condition 
called “locked in syndrome.” She was completely paralyzed, 
unable to even blink her eyes or communicate in any way.

But she could talk to God.
“I spent time praying, and I promised to serve Him if 

He gave me my life back,” she said. 
She wasn’t the only one praying. The second night 

after the stroke, a doctor told her husband, Steven Klug-
man, to contact a funeral home. 

“I went into Kate’s room to say goodbye, but I found my-
self powerfully moved by the Holy Spirit to pray, so I dropped 
to my knees,” Mr. Klugman said. “When I walked in Kate was 
dying, but after I fi nished the most sincere heartfelt prayer 
I will ever pray, the room fi lled with an intense white light 
and from that moment on Kate was no longer dying. Her face 
had dramatically changed and the death mask was gone; 
her eyes were now fi lled with life instead of death.”

Mr. Klugman had just become a pastor at a local Chris-
tian church, and when his wife was taken to the hospital 
the church came together “in a wonderful example of how 
we as brothers and sisters are the body of Christ.”

“We turned the waiting room into a prayer room, people pray-
ing and playing worship music around the clock,” he said. “Kate 
was never alone during her 70 days in the ICU. In her room we 
had worship music or the Bible on tape going 24/7.”

The couple is convinced that all those prayers ulti-
mately led to Kate’s miraculous recovery.

Some studies have shown that prayer can benefi t a 
person’s physical condition, according to Dr. Greg Burke, 
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a staff physician at Geisinger Medical Center in Danville 
who has an interest in the interplay between spirituality 
and medicine. This applies not only to the person praying, 
but others offering intercessory prayers on their behalf.

“I also believe it’s appropriate for doctors to pray for 
their patients’ recovery,” he said. “I think many probably 
do, but they might not express it publicly.”

Dr. Burke addressed the issue of providing appropri-
ate care to patients with dire medical conditions, compar-
ing the cases of Terri Schiavo and Pope John Paul II.

Mrs. Shiavo, he explained, did not have a terminal 
illness and denying her food and water amounted to “pas-
sive euthanasia” and a profound moral failure. The late 

pontiff, on the other hand, was entering the last days of 
his life when he decided not to re-enter the hospital.

“The Church recognizes that when someone is suffer-
ing from a terminal illness and death is imminent, food 
and hydration are not mandated – they probably won’t 
help and may even be burdensome,” Dr. Burke said. 
“Church teaching shows a great deal of wisdom.”

Ms. Adamson spoke at a rally for Mrs. Schiavo, and 
following her starvation death she testifi ed before Con-
gress on the subject of persons with disabilities.

“Every case is different, and you never know what the 
outcome will be, but everyone needs hope and encour-
agement,” she said.

And most of all: “You have to be on speaking terms 
with your Father.”

(Ms. Adamson welcomes people to contact her through 
her website at www.katesjourney.com.)

T h e  D i o c e s e  o f 
Scranton has again been 
found to be in compliance 
with the Charter for the 
Protection of Children and 
Young People, enacted in 
2002 by the United States 
bishops to address the 
issue of sexual abuse of 
minors by clergy.

The compliance was 
confi rmed following a visit 
to the Diocese by repre-
sentatives of The Gavin 
Group, Inc., which has 
been commissioned by 
the National Review Board 
to conduct yearly audits 
of all dioceses to ensure 
they are adhering to the 
provisions of the charter. 
The U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops formed 
the National Review Board 
to oversee the implemen-
tation of the charter.

Each of the annual 
audits has confi rmed the 
Diocese of Scranton’s com-
pliance with the charter.

Scranton established a 
policy to deal with sexual 
abuse of minors by clergy in 
1993, well before the issue 
received widespread public 
attention. After the national 
charter was promulgated in 
2002, the Diocese refi ned 
its policy accordingly.

The Diocese hired a 
Victim Assistance Coordi-

Diocese Complies With Charter To Protect Children

nator to provide outreach 
and confi dential services 
to victims, and revised the 
membership of its Review 
Board that assesses al-
legations and advises the 
Bishop. The procedures 
and process for fi ling com-
plaints have been pub-
lished in brochures, on the 
Diocesan website and in 
all parish bulletins.

The Diocesan policy 
requires reporting of all al-
legations of sexual abuse 
of a minor to civil authori-
ties, no matter the current 

age of the victim; and the 
Diocese has a clear policy 
that addresses the process 
of dealing with complaints, 
including a prompt prelimi-
nary investigation and plac-
ing the accused priest on 
administrative leave. The 
Diocese requires that, when 
sexual abuse is admitted 
or established, the offend-
ing priest is permanently 
removed from ministry.

The Diocese also es-
tablished a Code of Pasto-
ral Conduct to ensure that 
proper behavior is fostered 
whenever children and all 
members of the faithful gath-
er for spiritual, educational 
or social activities conducted 
under the auspices of the 
Church. It also provides 
guidelines for the conduct 
of pastoral counselors and 
spiritual directors.

The code covers a 
range of situations and 
issues, including sexual 
and other forms of phys-

ical conduct, settings for 
meetings and counseling 
sessions, harassment of 
any kind (sexual, physi-
cal, mental, verbal, racial 
or ethnic), the nature of 
relationships, conflicts 
of interest, and reporting 
ethical or professional 
misconduct.

The national charter also 
mandates that all employees 
and volunteers receive train-
ing on how to create safe 
environments for children 
and young people.

The Diocese has been 
using the VIRTUS sexual 
abuse awareness and pre-
vention program, “Protect-
ing God’s Children,” to 
fulfi ll this requirement.

The program was in-
troduced in the spring of 
2003. To date, 360 training 
sessions have been held 
and approximately 13,000 
individuals – including 
the Diocesan clergy, staff, 
teachers, coaches, parents 
and volunteers – across 
the 11-county Diocese 
have been trained in ways 
to recognize and report 
child sexual abuse.

The VIRTUS program 
is ongoing. Five training 
sessions will be held in 
February.

The Diocese is also im-
plementing a safe environ-
ment program for students 
in grades K-10 to teach 
them how to recognize and 
avoid situations that could 
lead to sexual abuse. It also 
encourages communication 
between children and their 
parents so that dangerous 
situations and incidents are 
reported promptly.

The VIRTUS “Teaching 
Touching Safety” program 
is designed specifi cally for 

FEBRUARY 11
Resurrection Parish, Muncy, 10:00 a.m.

FEBRUARY 16
King’s College, Wilkes-Barre, 6:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY 16
Our Lady of Snows, Clarks Summit, 6:00 p.m.

FEBRUARY 17
King’s College, Wilkes-Barre, 9:00 a.m.

FEBRUARY 18
Marywood University, Dunmore, 10:00 a.m.

For more information about VIRTUS train-
ing, contact Sarah Mountain, Diocesan VIR-
TUS coordinator, in the Offi ce for Parish Life 
at 570-207-2213.

“Protecting God’s Children”
Upcoming VIRTUS Sessions

children. It was offered to 
students in Diocesan Cath-
olic schools in the spring of 
2005 and will be provided 
again this spring.

Another provision of 
the national charter is that 
all employees in parishes 
and schools, as well as 
volunteers who spend 20 
or more hours per year 
with children, must obtain 
a Pennsylvania Criminal 
Background Check (Act 
34) and a Pennsylvania 
Child Abuse History Clear-
ance (Act 151).

The Diocese, through 
its Offi ce for Parish Life 
and the Catholic Schools 
Offi ce, has been assisting 
pastors and school admin-
istrators to comply with 
this requirement. Infor-
mation packets have been 
provided, and a series of 

Such an act should be reported to the Dio-
cese by calling the Victim Assistance Coordina-
tor (570-344-5216) or the Chancellor (570-207-
2216) or the Vicar for Priests (570-207-2269).

Upon receiving a report of this kind, the 
Diocese of Scranton is committed to assisting 
victims or survivors of sexual abuse in their 
pursuit of emotional and spiritual well-being.

NOTICE REGARDING SEXUAL ABUSE OF A 
PERSON UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE 
BY ORDAINED OR LAY PERSONNEL OF THE 

DIOCESE OF SCRANTON

10 workshops were held in 
the various regions of the 
Diocese to answer ques-
tions about the acquisition 
of the background checks 
and clearances. Every 
parish in the Diocese is to 
maintain a binder listing 
all employees and vol-
unteers, along with their 
clearances, background 
checks and verifi cation of 
their participation in the 
VIRTUS safe environment 
program. Parishes and 
schools are completing 
the process to satisfy this 
requirement.

For more information 
about VIRTUS training or 
the background checks 
and clearances, contact 
Sarah Mountain, Diocesan 
VIRTUS coordinator, in 
the Offi ce for Parish Life 
at 570-207-2213.

The Diocese of Scranton is experiencing an infl ux of 
immigrants not seen since the late 19th and early 20th 
century. Latino people, who comprise the majority of 
the immigrant population, are arriving in our Diocese 
in ever increasing numbers.

This year, funds from the Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development (CCHD) will be used to 
support: training of immigration law counselors 
who assist eligible, low-income immigrants with 
the naturalization process; family reunification; 
and educational efforts regarding voting rights, 
employment, ownership of property, and self-
sufficiency.

For more information on the local campaign, 
contact David Clarke in the Offi ce for Parish Life at 
570-207-2213.   

Established by the Catholic Bishops of the United 
States in 1970, CCHD provides funds for anti-poverty 
programs which enable poor and low-income people to 
attain a more suffi cient standard of life. The mission 
of CCHD is to take on the causes of poverty by em-
powering people and is rooted in the basic principles 
of Catholic social teaching. 

CCHD Campaign Seeks
To Support Immigrants


